United States

Office of Government Ethics

1201 New York Avenue, NW., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005-3917

April 6, 2001
DO 01- 015
MEMORANDUM
TO Desi gnated Agency Ethics Oficials
FROM Any L. Const ock
Director

SUBJECT: Report on Inprovenents to the Financial D sclosure
Process for Presidential Nom nees

The O fice of Government Ethics (OGE) has subnmitted a “Report
on Inprovenents to the Financial D sclosure Process for
Presidential Nom nees” to the Senate Committee on Governnental
Affairs and the House Committee on Governnent Reform The report
presents the results of a study that OGE was directed to undert ake
under the Presidential Transition Act of 2000. The report, as well
as ny statenent before the Senate Conm ttee on Governnmental Affairs
on April 5, 2001, is now available on OGEs web site at
WWW. 0Og€e. goV.

We believe that this is an appropriate tinme to review the
requi renents of the public financial disclosure systemw th an eye
t owar d devel opi ng | egi sl ati ve proposal s to reduce reporting detail.
As the report indicates, we are confident that this can be done
W thout |essening the ability to conduct a thorough conflict of
interest analysis or dimnishing the effectiveness of the
di scl osure systemin pronoting public confidence in Governnent.

The report has been well received by the Congressional
| eader shi p. W hope to nove forward in the comng nonths to
support legislative initiatives that wuld be necessary to
i npl enent the recommendations in the report. | want to thank

everyone who provided conmments about how to inprove the public
di scl osure system in response to a Federal Register notice and
during informal discussions with ne. W wll keep you infornmed of
future devel opnents.
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